High-speed rail project moves forward following RPA approval ===

BY ANNA LOTZ AND KARA MCINTYRE

A high-speed rail project looking to
connect Houston to Dallas took two

Rmsmmhthnsﬂntapplyb
a specific railroad or a specific type of
operation to ensure a project’s safety,
according to the FRA.

A little over a week later, on Sept.
13, officials with Texas Central
announced they signed a design-build

said: the granting of the RPA and the
completion of environmental permit-
ting. From there, officials would look
to finalize the financing of the project,
and construction could follow closely

afiter, Texas Central CEO Carlos Aguilar
said in a statement.

“We will meet or exceed all require-
ments the FRA mandates to ensure we
have the safest high-speed rail system

. in the world,” he said.

The agreements with Salini and
Lane Construction set up the process
by which the project will be designed
and constructed, which entails an
estimated $14 billion of civil works.
The two companies will take on the
construction of the viaduct, which

the track system and all buildings and
services that will house maintenance
and other rail system equipment along
the route.

“This agreement brings us ope step
closer to beginning construction of the

* with a third stop in the Brazos Valley,

PROPOSED ROUTE
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with most acquisitions
occurring in Grimes and Leon counties.
.l.- n
world-class high-speed rail expertise ’
across the globe, will be central to the n\
completion of America’s first end-to- ] Datias |
end high-speed rail system.”
Texas Central's high-speed train

is expected to require a $20 billion
investment by the time it is completed,
according to the release. The high-
speed train will connect Dallas and
Houston, giving riders a 90-minute trip

The high-speed rail project will
be based on Central Japan Railway's
Tokaido Shinkansen technology,
which is the world's safest mass trans-
portation system, according to the
release. It has transported more than
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